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 In  the  con temporary  ph i losophy  of  educa t ion ,  a  g rowing  number  o f  s tud ies  have  dea l t  
w i th  the  impor tance  of  Hannah  Arendt ’s  po l i t ica l  thought .  In  mos t  o f  these  s tud ies ,  the  
tens ion  be tween  her  po l i t ica l  and  educa t iona l  theory  i s  over looked .  Arendt  a rgued  tha t  
education should take responsibi l i ty  for  renewing the world by  l ead ing  “newcomers”  
in to  the  publ ic  o r  po l i t ica l  wor ld .  So ,  the  educa t iona l  rea lm mus t  be  d is t ingu ished  f rom the  
publ ic  o r  po l i t ica l  rea lm.  Because of  this  tension,  a  central  question arises  about her  
theory of  education:  How can  someth ing  new come in to  the  wor ld?  How can  we  take  
respons ib i l i ty  fo r  “ the  new” and  young?  Arendt  sugges ts  tha t  “ th ink ing”  can  produce  
someth ing  new.   
    The  methodology  employed  in  th i s  research  was  to  ana lyze  Arendt ’s  in te rpre ta t ion  of  
Wal te r  Benjamin ' s  Men in  Dark  T imes  (1968) .  Th is  he lps  answer  the  ques t ion  'how can  
“ th ink ing”  lead  to  the  beg inn ing  of  “ the  new”? '  I t  a l so  c la r i f ies  the  tempora l i ty  o f  “ th ink ing”  
in  her  thought .  Th is  research  po in ts  ou t  tha t  the  tempora l i ty  which  we  exper ience  when  we  
a re  th ink ing  i s  pecu l ia r :  i t  i s  in  ne i ther  l inear  t ime  nor  cyc l ica l  t ime .  By  exp lor ing  the  
impl ica t ions  o f  th i s  pecu l ia r i ty ,  th i s  s tudy  wi l l  sugges t  a  new way  to  b r idge  the  gap  be tween  
the  pas t  and  the  fu ture .  
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